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Re: Fee dispute between City of Spokane and Hendricks & Lewis, P.S.

Dear Mr., Lewis:

I'am in receipt of your letter of March 9, 2001, regarding the fee dispute
‘between Spokane and your law firm. In that letter, you ask several questions. I
will try to respond. . ,

First, you ask us to “identify the subsections of RPC 1.5 that [we] believe
warrant a revision of [your] fees” 1 believe that Mayor Powers’ letter to you
dated March 2, 2001, adequately spells out that.under RPC 1.5(a), “ A lawyer’s fee
shall be reasonable.” We believe that your firm's fees were unreasonable. Your

to be unreasonable.” This puts the shoe on the wrong foot. The attorney has the
burden of proving his fees were reasonable. Dailey v. Testone, 72 Wn.2d 662, 435

P.2d 24 (197).
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that your time alone is billed in excess of $20,000.00, with no more description
than a very general research and writing description—and others from your firm

 billed thousands also. This is clearly excessive.

Another examplé: In December 2000, your firm's primary task was to
prepare for and attend oral argument. You brought with you $150 per hour
attorneys to turn visual aids (knowing that other lawyers, including attorneys
from this office, would be there). The total bill for December 2000 was at least

ten times what we would expect under the circumstances.

We would like to arbitrate this dispute before the Washington State Bar
Association. You did not respond to this suggestion in your letter of March 9.
Please advise how you would like to proceed.

| Very truly yours,

Micﬁael F. Connelly
- Interim City Attorne



