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Home-made and custom-designed prom dresses offer alternatives

AMY WESTRICK
Staff Reporter

FERRIS

Picture your prom: the most
exciting and glamorous night
of your teenage life. First the
fancy dinner and the limo,
then walking into the beauti-
fully decorated venue, ready
to make an entrance with that
fine piece of arm candy hang-
ing all over you ...

And then there is that snot
from fifth period - and she has
your prom dress on. Evening:
ruined.

Never fear girls. Read this
and you will never have to live
that nightmare!

With the limited and over-
priced dress selection found
at the mainstream malls, the
trend of creating your own
unique prom dress design is
growing more and more popu-
lar each year. Andrea Diedesch,
a senior at Ferris High School,
decided to design her own
homecoming dress this year.

“I am one of those people
who goes to the mall with a
certain design in my mind, and
when I don’t find it, I get mad,”
Diedesch said. “So, to save my-

self from searching all over for
that certain design that T want
and never finding it, I make it.
This way it’s what I want, and
it will have my own unique
personality sewn into the de-
sign.”

Prom is a celebration and
tradition, so why not stand out
from the rest of the class in an
outfit that screams personal-
ity? Girls, you know how much
that “perfect” dress at the store
costs. A home-made dress is
personalized for you and, in

She also understands com-
mon pitfalls of dressmaking.

“My dress was a relatively
easy dress to make, but because
I had little experience sew-
ing, there was a lot of frustra-
tion involved,” Diedesch said.
“Sometimes the instructions
were hard to follow or some-
times you just make dumb little
mistakes and have to seam-rip,
which is not a fun experience.”

Andrea cautions that cre-
ating a dress from scratch is
time-consuming,

“All in all, T would say that
it was not that hard to do, but
you really have to make sure
that you leave enough time to
complete the dress. Not just
anyone could design a dress;
it takes practice and skill,” she
said.

If designing your own dress
for the big dance sounds like
your forte, here is some basic
advice to keep in mind:

1. Always design according
to your vision, but make sure
your design is something you

can really accomplish.

2. Leave yourself LOTS of
time to finish it.

3. Make sure you can finish
what you start. No one wants
to waste their money!

Andrea now plans to design
her dress for prom this year.

“I went through ups and
downs with that dress; I loved
it at times and it was so fun to
make, but I hated it at times
and wanted to give up,” she
said.

most cases, significantly less
pricey.

“I would say that my
homecoming dress cost me
about $40 all together,” Die-
desch said. “The quality of
the dress was above store
standards.”

A little extra cash for ac-
cessories and a hair appoint-
ment never hurt anyone.

So what exactly does it
take to design your own for-
mal dress? Andrea stresses
a key point: having enough
time.

“People don’t realize how
hard it is when you’re just
starting to sew and don’t
understand everything,” she
said.

For those of you that like the idea of a self-designed dress, but are not exactly gifted with a sew-
ing machine, these Web sites can give you hand at giving your gown your own flair. Sorry to say, the
same price cut of homemade dresses doesn’t apply at these sites!

e Coco Myles

http://www.cocomyles.com/

This site lets you match classic dress tops with a variety of skirts. Choose your design, color, fabric,
and beading!

* Promgirl.com

http://www.promgirl.com

At Promgirl.com, you can send in any picture of a celebrity’s dress, or a sketch of your own. Just tell
them your measurements and exactly what you want for a custom-made dress!

e Peachberserk.com

www.peachberserk.com

This designer store from Toronto, Canada is perfect if you've got a funky and unique sense of style!
Choose from a variety of colors and crazy hip prints! Definitely for the individuals out there.
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Racing Themed Limousine Service

"Party Like a Rock Star. "

"Our racing limo is NASCAR on the outside, luxury on the inside. Our party bus is awesome and our VIP Van is perfect for
that small group of friends on a budget that also want some luxury for event night. Everyone wants to book these vehicles so call
early and make sure you're the one to get it! Many prom nlghts still available,

Inside the Racing Limo,

which seats 8-10 guests,

you'll find:

* Fiber optic lighting
* LCD Video Screens
* PS2 Game System

*DVD

)\ Don’t need a Limo or Bus but have 4-5 guests
! \ who want to ride in luxury? Check out our

VIP Van featuring:

For larger groups, up to 14 guests,
there's our Party Bus with:

» PS2 featuring SingStar Karaoke
* 15inch LCD « Laser Lights

* LOUD Sound System = Strobe Lights * Black Light

* Neon Carpet » Lighted Sink Style & Open Top Cooler

) * Club Seating » Dual DVD System
» Soft Blue “HALO” Interior Lighting
» Sirius TV/Satellite Radio * Table

but they're going fast!"

TUXEDO

G A L L E RY

Discounted Limo Rates when
you get your Tux from
Tuxedo Gallery

The Party,Bus

Reserve EARLY-Call;TODAY! -'

Calll509%27:9%0545 u

www.SpokaneRacingLimosicom

Safe) fun and rellable transport to'make
your specml event that much morelmemorable.




