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During the last few
months, being a living,
breathing American citi-
zen is nearly impossible
without having some idea
of our primary presiden-
tial candidates (unless
you have retired to hiber-
nate in your windowless
basement with only a col-
lection of cheese crack-
ers series to sustain you).

As teens begin to reach the
ripe voting age of eighteen,
elections gain prominence,
and even for those who do
not vote, recently, politics
has increased the involve-
ment of younger genera-
tions in the political world
and big decisions we face.

The political process of
elections can be a compli-
cated one and recent cam-
paigns have not proved this
any different for Election
2008.

But whether you are a
member of “Obama-na-
tion,” going “Country First”
with McCain, undecided or
simply have no care or re-
gard for the future leader
of America, having a simple
overview of not only the
candidates in the limelight
but all those in the running
can be interesting and ben-
eficial.

As teens, we serve as
an influential percentage
of votes in American and
should be proud by actively
participating in the choices
that can shape our future.

Barack H. Obama Jr.

Age: 47

Political Party: Democratic Party
Quote: “And now I know my biggest
weakness is I like to help old ladies
cross the street.”

Platform: Obama remains a strong
believer in equality regarding educa-
tion, disabilities and civil rights.

For the economy, Obama proposes
a plan to help the middle-class thrive
as well as simplifying the tax code to
help give more Americans finacial re-
lief.

For education in high school,
Obama plans on placing emphasis on
math and science and addressing the
drop-out crisis by putting in place
more after-school programs. He also
believes teachers should be held to a
higher standard and those administra-
tors that do not perform should be re-
moved from the educational system.

For college students, Obama plans
on simplifying the application process
for financial aid and making college
more financially accessible for all stu-
dents.

Obama is pro-choice (supports le-
galized abortion). He also represents
a powerful position regarding the im-
portance of family and faith’s role in
government and implements the eth-
ics of government being honest and
true to the American people.

He’s for You If: Obama, to most,
represents a younger generation and
a fresh. new image of politics. If you
are into the unity of family Thanks-
giving dinners, being respected for
your difference and enjoy school not

only for the socialization but for the
exciting prospect of the future ahead
of you, Obama may be your choice for
educational and ethical purposes.

John S. McCain 111

Age: 72

Political Party: Republican Party
Quote: “I’'m older than dirt and have
more scars than Frankenstein.”
Platform: McCain is firm on the
issue of national security and keep-
ing troops in Iraq for the purposes
of “preserving and protecting” the
American people and believes that
is the highest duty of any American
president to protect the nation.

On the education front, McCain is a
believer in parents having full control
of their children’s school experience,
meaning he supports both home-
schooling and charter schools. Mc-
Cain wants schools to report on prog-
ress and give parents and students the
capability to change the schools in
which they attend if necessary.

McCain is pro-life (against abor-
tion) and believes in creating more
jobs and promoting more worker’s
rights. McCain is also pro-gun (sup-
ports the right for citizens to obtain
guns) and believes in instilling a bet-
ter crime fighting program to further
ensure safety of the American people.

He’s for you if: If you enjoyed
sitting on your grandfather’s lap and
listening to his past stories of the
good old days and fighting for his
beloved country while feeling safe
and cozy with a mug of hot chocolate,
you may be the McCain prototype. If
issues regarding military and home-
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land security are important to you,
and having strict guidelines in educa-
tion and protection in your own local
community, McCain just might be
your new presidential figure.

]?emt,hia Ann
cKinney

Age: 53

Political Party: Green

Quote: “Well, I won’t sit down and

I won’t shut up until the full and un-
varnished truth is placed before the
American people.”

Platform: McKinney is an avid hu-
man rights activist and has been the
highest ranking Democrat on the
Human Rights Committee where she
fights transfers of weapons to other
nations and remains firmly anti-war.

Representing the Green Party, McK-
inney represents the idea of equal op-
portunity, justice, peace and freedom
for all humanity.

She supports same-sex marriages
and grassroots democracy (keeping
government as close to the people as
possible).

Green Party also wants to put into
action most any legislation having to
do with achieving sustainability and
environmental harmony while op-
posing violence when disagreements
arise either in our own country or
overseas.

McKinney also is the first African-
American woman to be a presidential
nominee.

She’s For You If: If you prefer
daisies in guns instead of bullets, still
envy your parents for growing up in
the ‘60s, consider granola to be your
favorite snack and find Birkenstocks

with socks to be completely fashion-
able, McKinney may be for you. If

the environment and anti-war are at
the top of your priority list, then the
Green Party could be your best friend.

Ralph Nader

Age: 74

Political Party: Independent
Quote: “Your best teacher is your last
mistake.”

Platform: He believes that standard-
ized tests and high-stake exams are
over-emphasized in the educational
system. Nader plans on making edu-
cation equally accessed and putting
more money into improving school
systems.

The answer to the energy-crisis,
he claims, should be answered by al-
ternative sources, specifically solar
while also proposing putting in place
a carbon tax to reduce emissions by 80
percent.

He takes a unique position on civil
rights and wants to push legislation
to take action regarding civil rights
violations of Muslim and Arab Ameri-
cans considering he is the first Arab
American and Lebanese American
presidential candidate.

He’s for you if: Maybe your last
SAT scores were not the most impres-
sive, you’re tired of taking the WASL
every year since the 4th grade, you do
not drive a diesel fueled car and you
enjoy cultural diversity; in any of the
above cases Nader could be your guy.
If civil rights, reforms in education
and the economy are important to
you, again, Nader is your man.

bert L.
arr Jr.

Age: 59

Political Party: Indepen-
dent; Libertarian

Quote: “There is no le-
gitimate use whatsoever
for marijuana. This is not
medicine. This is bogus
witchcraft.”

Platform: In the past,
Barr has been an active
participant in the “War
on Drugs.”

Representing the Liber-
tarian party he stands for
achieving smaller govern-
ment, lower taxes and the
expansion of individual
freedom.

Barr represents a fairly
conservative perspective
on politics as he opposes
abortion and voted for in-
creasing prosecution and
sentencing for juvenile
crimes.

In education, Barr
supports prayer to be al-
lowed in schools and also
believes in standardized
testing.

For the environment,
Barr is quite passive and
votes against prohibiting
oil drilling and wants to
repeal the gas tax.

He’s for You If: Barr
may be your cup of tea
if you are that kid that
wears the crisp col-
lared Oxford button-up
with your loafers and is
always ready to maintain
order and control. If you
are the hooligan getting
suspended for bringing
beer or other illegal para-
phernalia to school, Barr may just be
your worst enemy. All in all, if you
believe in religion mixing with educa-
tion, getting oil from our homeland
and keeping the status quo, Mr. Barr
would like your support.

Charles 0. Baldwin

Age: 56

Political Party: Independent; Con-
stitution

Quote: “There is still hope for
America. Let the truth be heard.”
Platform: Baldwin believes in dis-
banding the Department of Education
and removing educational legislation
from the federal level and returning it
to the hands of the people by promot-
ing parents’ choice to put their kids
in whatever educational system they
deem necessary.

Baldwin would support tax relief
for any families who do not attend
government schools.

He is both pro-gun and pro-life.
Baldwin believes that civil govern-
ments must be strictly limited in their
powers to impose upon on other peo-
ple and personal property.

He remains a very religious can-
didate and believes that God has
put the destiny of the nation in
the hands of “We the People”
He’s for you if: You value your per-
sonal space and like to have full con-
trol of every aspect of your life, from
the cleanliness of your fingernails to
the school system you attend, then you
may like Baldwin’s style. If you believe
in fundamentals and strict construc-
tion thinking, Chuck is for you.

QUOTE OF THE ISSUE

“If you have the urge to call something cool, but need a word
that conotates freshness and good hygiene try using ‘mint."”
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The longest one syllable word in the

English language is “screeched.”
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CONTACT US

Send your questions,
compliments and hot
tips to the staff at:
spokanevox@gmail.com




