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Evergreen a ‘breath of fresh air’ from high school education

believing that school was

supposed to be about
competing for grades, doing
meaningless homework and
taking even more pointless
n. tests, I was frustrated until I
visited Evergreen College.

In a bubble of ignorance,

JORDAN Why couldn’t T have been
SAHLIN left alone, left to choose a “tra-
Coeur d'Alene  dijtional” college and complete
Charter Academy my education in a more “nor-

mal” way? I could have persist-
ed with learning little, retaining little and being
unenthusiastic about the whole process.

Luckily, there was another alternative. After
two weeks of debating with myself and discuss-
ing with my dad, I jumped. It was a leap of faith
— faith in myself, and faith in Evergreen’s spec-
tacular system (or refreshing lack thereof).

Almost every institute of higher learning pro-
claims a “one-of-a-kind” education of some sort.
But Evergreen has the genuine raw appeal of a
completely non-traditional atmosphere, though
it’s definitely not for everyone. It is intriguing
to students who have never questioned their
school’s method of awarding grades or percent-
ages.

Through high school, we’re trained to “strive”
for the A, or maybe to accomplish “just” the B.
But as anyone who has taken at least a semester
of high school knows, the definition of a letter

grade changes in every class. Do you really have
to reach for that A in choir, like you do the one in
math? Maybe you’re psyched for a C in history,
but disappointed by a C in chemistry. With all
the ambiguity and shape shifting of grades, it’s a
wonder that we still put meaning in them. Then
again, it’s so ingrained in all students that we just
accept it.

Not so at the Evergreen State College. No let-
ter grades are assigned, no numbers. Nothing
that could be misunderstood or misinterpret-
ed. Teachers instead write complete, compre-
hensive evaluations of students and their work
throughout a quarter. They can choose to give
full, partial or no credit for a program.

Evergreen doesn’t require as much academic
prowess and scholarly willpower as it does cre-
ativity. I have an unlimited imagination, but nev-
er has it been applied to designing a college edu-
cation. In an institution which allows this and
encourages it, the mind is freed of meaningless
worries such as credits, grades and mere memo-
rization. Instead, a swiftly growing and matur-
ing brain will engage in more important pro-
cesses, like internal discussion, developing ideas
and opinions, self-analysis, and self-discovery
(partly through self-doubt).

Evergreen’s program system clears things up
for those of us who were frustrated by having to
jump from learning about DNA to reading Moby
Dick in two hours. What if we could connect the
two based on something they may have in com-

mon?

In a program, all types of classes — arts, sci-
ences, social studies — are tied together around a
central theme. Usually, there are two to five pro-
fessors who each specialize in an area within the
program. They all collaborate and share their
expertise.

The students’ environment is collaborative
as well. When they don’t have to compete for a
grade or “setting the curve,” there’s much more
energy for sharing opinions, knowledge and
backgrounds.

Authors of what we call the “Great Books” be-
lieved that this was always what learning was
supposed to be about. Why, then, didn’t educa-
tion remain such a quenching and enlightening
process? Obviously, most people are not meant
to write books, which, thousands of years later
are still memorable enough to be in the canon.
But how and when did education become so un-
trustworthy that tests of knowledge were devel-
oped? When did it become so discrete that we
could measure the amount of it in a letter grade?
When, in fact, did education become a measur-
able quantity at all?

College should be a place where one’s own
schools of thought matter most. Personal con-
cepts can be applied to a learning environ-
ment where there can only be endless rewards
- the introduction of new thoughts, which de-
velop and are reapplied. This means a cycle
of win-win collaborative learning situations

in discussions, ideas and personal growth.
I feel I now have so much to look forward to.
Aside from Evergreen’s unique perspective on
studies, it doesn’t lose any exciting opportunities
available at other colleges. There’s so much to
get involved in and so many choices to take ad-
vantage of in clubs, sports and the arts. Many ac-
tivities were not options for me in high school.

I have attended a college prep school for the
past six years. Needless to say, it wasn’t prepping
me for the type of learning I will embrace at Ev-
ergreen. I have been trained in the ways of the
traditional college, where I would spend even
more tedious hours fighting for that weird letter
A that really represented nothing.

Then again, it’s not like there’s an Evergreen
Prep School. And because of the whole diploma
thing, high schools need a way to quantify how
much a student has supposedly learned.

I'm confused by the awarding of letter grades
for tedious memorization and regurgitation of
textbook knowledge, and by what, if any, relation
these grades have tolearningin the first place. Ev-
ergreen opened my eyes to this disconnection. In
attending Evergreen, I’'m especially anticipating
seeing the world unrestricted by the blindness
caused when education is made into a monoto-
nous, unimaginative chore. Evergreen is a breath
of fresh air after struggling to find inspiration in
a traditional school system.

Religion should be utilized in the classroom

“Separation
of church and
state” isaphrase
often used in
the world today,
especially  in
Supreme Court
cases and other
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MILHEM controversies
Gonzaga Prep within the gov-
ernment.
The first
amendment clearly states,

“Congress shall make no law
respecting an establishment of
religion, or prohibiting the free
exercise of ..

As a country born on the ba-
sis of freedom of religion, and
other freedoms from the op-
pression of a monarchy, the
first amendment seems appro-
priate.

The amendment, at the time
of its ratification, ensured that
United States government was
providing the freedoms that
England did not. Now, how-
ever, it serves more as a guide-
line to ensure that no one is of-
fended.

To avoid threatening the in-
tegrity of the Constitution, the
U.S. instituted the separation
of church and state ideal and
extended it through all govern-
ment institutions, right down
to public schools.

Most Spokane schools do
not offer courses directly fo-
cused on world religions. This
may be a good decision because
it avoids offending anyone
and avoids the corresponding

lawsuits that may occur with
someone being offended.

In some cases — such as the
current controversy at East
Valley High School - student
religious groups have even
been disbanded.

Unfortunately, the public
school students of America are
missing out on a prime aspect
of education.

Religion may incite disputes,
but it is essential to educa-
tion and to understanding the
world. Many of the important
events of history and the cur-
rent world issues are based off
religious conflicts.

The Protestant Reformation
and England’s break from the
Catholic Church are key con-
cepts to European and United
States history. Understanding
the doctrine and basic con-
cepts of Protestantism and An-
glicanism is the only way to un-
derstand the resulting political
conflicts. The colonization of
the United States was in part
a consequence of the religious
turmoil in England.

With the passing of Israel’s
60th birthday this month, re-
ligion again becomes the core
of the situation. About 60 years
ago, the Jews took back the
land that they claimed was
theirs by a covenant with God.
Muslims, however, cite a right
to the land. Not only did this
enrage the Arabs who had pre-
viously controlled the land, but
fundamentalist Jews were also
offended because they believed

that the only way to take back
the “Promise Land” is through
the arrival of the Messiah.

These are just a few ex-
amples of the importance of
religion in every day life. A
student must be informed on
religious matters to be able to
carry on conversations about
these problems with others.

In certain classes, students
are provided with religious ed-
ucation because it is essential
to the subject they are learn-
ing, but no class is designated
specifically for religious edu-
cation.

All students should be re-
quired to take a class about
world religions. Of course,
teaching every aspect of every
religion would be impossible,
but learning the general histo-
ry and main doctrines of preva-
lent religions would give stu-
dents an education that would
help them in future endeavors.

A piece of clarification: I am
not only talking about Christi-
anity and Judaism. Islam, Hin-
duism, Buddhism and other
beliefs should also be studied,
which would expand educa-
tion and ensure that no one of
a certain belief would be ex-
cluded.

Teaching religion in an ob-
jective, non-persuasive way
is completely possible. This
would not break any rules or
constitutional ~ amendments
and would not offend anyone.
It is education, not conversion.

College expenses strain American families

of this nifty thing called
the American Dream: no
matter how poor you are at the
beginning of your life, you can
advance through hard work.
You can do whatever you de-

CHRISTOPHER Sire — you can even be presi-
GARLOCK dent, if you are into that sort of

Gonzaga Prep  thing. .

Our country is by no mea-
sure perfect, but we have a rel-
atively good environment for social mobility.

For now.

I say that because I and probably most of you
reading this are on the leading edge of a very
unfortunate trend. A good college education is
fast becoming a luxury for the rich.

Now 40 or 50
years ago, this
would not have been
a big deal. College
was somewhere you
went if you had a
little extra money
to invest in yourself
so you could make
more money later.
It was nice to have
a degree, but not incredibly necessary to get a
good job.

I am sorry to say that, discounting a few no-
table exceptions, this is no longer the case. Get-
ting a job you can comfortably support a family
with all but requires a college education. And
that requires money - lots of it.

The College Board says that in 2005, the av-
erage yearly tuition was $12,000 for a public
school and $29,00 for a private school. This is
perfectly fine for the rich - to them, this just
means cutting back the expensive seafood din-
ners to three per week instead of four. However,
those at the poverty line must be in a real bind.

Well... yes and no. You see, the government

I n America, we like to talk

work in school.

And I am not talking about Jerry
down the street with a 1.5 GPA

- even honor roll students are
struggling, despite their hard

gives away loads of money and low interest
loans to poor people. There are also more need-
based scholarships than stars in the night sky.

The new victim here is the middle class
working family: the bread and butter of the US
economy. These people cannot qualify for all
the fun free money from Uncle Sam, but do not
have near enough to pay for school either.

And I am not talking about Jerry down the
street with a 1.5 GPA - even honor roll stu-
dents are struggling, despite their hard work in
school.

The part I cannot figure out is that no one
seems to care.

Of course, our government does not have a
strict obligation to put students through school
- that would be a bit socialistic. However, ev-
eryone on Capitol Hill seems to be concerned
about how much dumber
we are than India, but has
so far failed to solve the
middle class college prob-
lem.

Under the circum-
stances, Congress should
be scrambling to these
students faster than it de-
clared war on Japan. It
seems in the best interest
of keeping the country competitive internation-
ally.

Seriously, a crystal ball should not be required
to imagine what will happen if the middle class
cannot afford good education. The economy will
be in real trouble for one, because people will
not be able to get decent jobs and afford goods
other than the bare essentials. If this sounds a
little exaggerated, it is — at this point.

But if no one acts to make college more af-
fordable, the American Dream will be much
more difficult to attain. I very sincerely hope
that someone will take heed of the message and
act, because I will be heading off very soon to
spend loads of cash on college myself.

Summer provides boundless opportunities

Well, did you have a good
year?

See, I told you it would be awe-
some way back in September.
With luck, you have kept your
| mind and your heart open this
* year and, no doubt, you are doing

much better for it.

Way to be. Optimism thanks
you for giving it a chance this year
and understands that you have a
lot of choices in philosophy, so it
hopes you will continue flying it

to your next destination in life.

Of course, working at being optimistic for an
entire nine months is hard. So now, take a break
and relax because it is summer vacation!

Or almost.

Relaxation. That is really the key to summer
break, isn’t it? Sleeping in, sleeping long, laz-
ing about. It is all good. Extra sleep makes you
healthy, makes hair shinier, and, probably most
importantly, lowers your stress levels.

Now, what’s more optimistic than health,
shiny hair and not being stressed?

Money, of course! Summer break, for most
teenagers, means the addition of a job, which
means another source of income, which means
an even closer step to independence from your
parents! Or just lots of extra cash for video
games. Whatever suits you.

But let it be known - summer break is the
time to be out there and earning money. Shops
all around Spokane are looking for you bright-
eyed teenagers to do their dirty work - so get
out there early and make some cash.

Perhaps the best thing about being away from
school is the obvious lack of school work.

Now you can stay up all night, not to read
Dickens or memorize the quadratic formula,
but to watch stupid videos of skateboarders fall-
ing down and a capella groups singing Mario,
which in today’s world, might actually take you
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farther in the real world than either Dickens or
math.

Or, at least, you will remember these videos
long after Pip, Magwitch and X and Y have long
left your brain.

Now that it is summer, we have a healthy new
addition to the weather forecast: the sun! Get
out there and enjoy the sun this summer.

The sun’s helpful rays help your skin pro-
duce vitamin D which helps prevent cancer

by prevent-
ing the over- [m
production i
of cells. Just '
remember the ;
sunscreen -
it blocks out l
|

the bad rays,
which
cancer.
It has been
a great year.
I will not be
around next
school year to
remind  you
to keep think-
ing sunny, so
please remem-
ber that posi-
tive thoughts
equal positive
outcomes.
Remember
the mantra of
the optimist:
the glass may
be half-empty, |
but I'm not al- 2/
ways thirsty. {

cause
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Summer brings only heat and boredom

I'm writing this in my base-
ment, far, far away from the hor-
rible weather outside.

I can’t stand summer. I really
can’t.

The heat is what gets me. It
does not seem right to me that
you can do nothing and still
sweat. It seems like cheating, like
Mother Nature is trying to pun-
ish you for something you did

= not even do.

i Air  condi-
b tioning doesn’t
[ cut it. AC can
! only cool the
air twenty de-
grees  below
what it is out-
side, and if it
is one of those
days in August
where we hit
100°, 80° inside
may seem nice
at first but it
is not going to
last.

In response
to the heat peo-
ple try short-
sleeved shirts
and shorts, and
the only thing
that happens
then is a nasty
sunburn. Sum-
mer is the sun’s
vengeance time
- the moon will
not give you
moonburn or
skin cancer.

Every time
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you go outside you come back in looking like a
stewed tomato, and heaven help you if you live
anywhere near any body of water; the mosqui-
toes will literally eat you alive. And you can’t even
drive to the store to get sunscreen or aloe vera!

If you live in here in the Inland Northwest
you’ve heard the joke about the seasons, I’'m sure.
Our seasons are almost winter, winter, still win-
ter, and construction.

Welcome to construction.

If a street isn’t under construction these days
then it’s either got so many potholes it looks like
there has been an air raid or there is so much
traffic it would’ve been faster to walk. Try going
down Monroe one of these days, and you might
be back home in a few weeks.

At least sitting in traffic is something to do.

I think everyone has experienced that sad day
when they would almost rather go back to school
than spend one more day watching television
(even though there is nothing good on) or any
one of many various outdoor activities which
leaves you sweaty, sunburned, and itchy.

For seniors who have just graduated it’s even
worse. They’re all looking forward to college (or
are terrified of it) and have a long, hot wait.

I could tolerate the three-digit heat, the bugs,
the bad roads, the boredom and the sunburns ex-
cept for one thing: flip flops. That little noise they
make drives me nuts.

There is nothing worse than walking through
the grocery store trying to get some cold lemon-
ade when someone walks up behind you sound-
ing like they’re clapping two pieces of wood to-
gether with every step.

Are you really so important you must announce
your presence to everyone around you? And how
do you drive in those? That must be why some
workplaces and schools have banned them; not
because they are informal, but because they are
annoying and downright dangerous.

Have a fun summer, and try to maintain the el-
ement of surprise at all times.



